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Today’s goals
1. Formulate a research question appropriate to qualitative 

literature

2. Understand the structure of a manuscript literature review

3. Conduct a review of the peer-reviewed literature for 
background information on a public health topic



Reading Reactions



Agenda

1. Lingering questions?

2. Formulating qualitative research questions

3. Writing a literature review

4. Conducting a literature review



Purpose of qualitative 
research

•  Understand the issue from the perspective and with the language 
of the population

•  Rich understanding of sensitive topics

⚫ Qualitative research questions:
⚫ Processes, experiences, contexts, how, what, and why?
⚫ “How do interviewers experience emotionally charged data 

collection?”

⚫ Quantitative research questions:
⚫ Size, scope, correlation
⚫ “What is the prevalence of vicarious trauma among research 

assistants?”



The research question
⚫ Difficult!

⚫ Not too broad, not too narrow.  (It will almost never be too 
narrow).

⚫ What do you want to know?

⚫ What are your assumptions?

⚫ What is the purpose of your study?

⚫ What is the context of your study?

⚫ What do you want to understand?

⚫ What do you want to accomplish?
Maxwell, J. A. (2012). Qualitative Research Design: An Interactive Approach: An Interactive Approach. 
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The research question: 
Practice

⚫ Hepatitis A outbreak in San Diego

⚫ What do you want to know?

⚫ What are your assumptions?

⚫ What is the purpose of your study?

⚫ What is the context of your study?

⚫ What do you want to understand?

⚫ What do you want to accomplish?

⚫ Potential SPECIFIC questions?
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The research question: 
Practice

⚫ Vaccine uptake in La Jolla

⚫ What do you want to know?

⚫ What are your assumptions?

⚫ What is the purpose of your study?

⚫ What is the context of your study?

⚫ What do you want to understand?

⚫ What do you want to accomplish?

⚫ Potential SPECIFIC questions?
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The research question: 
Let’s Choose

With your group, create a 5 minute presentation:

⚫ What do you want to know?

⚫ What are your assumptions?

⚫ What is the purpose of your study?

⚫ What is the context of your study?

⚫ What do you want to understand?

⚫ What do you want to accomplish?

⚫ Potential SPECIFIC questions?
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Writing a literature review
AKA, how to do your first assignment

⚫ Brief (2-3 paragraphs), including:

1.  Description of the study topic your group has chosen,

2.  Justification of the study’s importance

3. Explanation of why the topic and question are appropriate to 
qualitative research

4. YOUR research question

3-5 peer reviewed citations, APA style



Introducing your question

⚫ Background – what is the topic 

⚫ Context – what is known, what previous research has been done 

⚫ Challenge – nature and importance of knowledge gap

⚫ Question – what was the aim of the study

Funnel-shaped, from general to specific



What order?
⚫ A In 2015 that ART coverage was only 59% of the estimated 

treatment needs, and, as in other countries in the region, the 
proportion of those retained in pre-ART care and ART in 
Mozambique tends to decrease over time. 

⚫ B The study aimed to identify and measure loss to follow-up in the 
HIV care cascade in Manica and Sofala provinces, Central 
Mozambique

⚫ C In the past decade, Mozambique has expanded access to HIV 
testing services and antiretroviral therapy (ART) and has integrated 
them into the primary healthcare system 

⚫ D Accurate monitoring of enrolment and retention with reliable 
information about the HIV cascade is critical for making progress in 
HIV care

Why?



C In the past decade, 
Mozambique has expanded 
access to HIV testing services and antiretroviral 
therapy (ART) and has integrated them into the 
primary healthcare system 
BACKGROUND

A in 2015 that ART coverage was only 59% of the 
estimated treatment needs, and, as in other countries 
in the region, the proportion of those retained in 
pre-ART care and ART in Mozambique tends to 
decrease over time. 
CONTEXT

B The study aimed to identify and measure loss to 
follow-up in the HIV care cascade in Manica and Sofala 
provinces, Central Mozambique
AIM

D accurate monitoring of enrolment and retention 
with reliable information about the HIV cascade is 
critical for making progress in HIV care
CHALLENGE

In the past decade, Mozambique has expanded access to HIV 
testing services and antiretroviral therapy (ART) and has integrated 
them into the primary healthcare system. Still, the proportion of 
people with an HIV-positive diagnosis who have been linked to and 
retained in HIV care has been reported to be low, similar to much of 
sub-Saharan Africa. The Mozambique Ministry of Health reported in 2015 
that ART coverage was only 59% of the estimated treatment needs, 
and, as in other countries in the region, the proportion of those 
retained in pre-ART care and ART in Mozambique tends to 
decrease over time. 

This poses challenges to reaching the ambitious 90-90-90 goals of the Joint 
United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS’ (UNAIDS). The new WHO 
guidelines on early initiation of ART may contribute to achieving those 
goals, but only if people who are diagnosed HIV-positive are enrolled and 
retained in care. Moreover, accurate monitoring of enrolment and 
retention with reliable information about the HIV cascade is critical 
for making progress in HIV care. Nevertheless, poor HIV data quality 
from both routine sources and international implementing partners 
remains a challenge to understanding the cascade.

The study aimed to identify and measure loss to follow-up in the 
HIV care cascade in Manica and Sofala provinces, Central 
Mozambique, using adjusted routine health systems data and patient 
charts to estimate the proportion of people with an HIV-positive 
diagnosis who were linked to and retained in pre-ART care and ART. The 
study also aimed to identify perceived barriers and facilitators of 
enrolment and retention in pre-ART care and ART.

Azarias-Inguane et al, JIAS 
2016

Introduction



Next Time

⚫ 4/11: Recruitment and sampling, finalize research question

⚫ 4/11: Research question assignment due on TritonEd at 10am 

⚫ 4/16: List of potential field guide questions due on knit at 
10am

⚫ 4/18 Ethics protocol due on TritonEd at 11:59pm


